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* * Catalonians! To arms 1'' were mixed with urgent calls to the
Socialists and Communists to crowd the streets, and the music
of the Marseillaise, "La Santa Espina," "Els Segadors,"
the hymn called that of Euzkadi, and a Galician revolu-
tionary song.
It was the signal. At eight o'clock in the evening fighting
broke out in Madrid, There were scuffles in front of the
commissariats and barracks., and attempts to attack the
offices of the Ministry of Government and the Communica-
tions Building. The streets were swept with the flash of sub-
machine-guns. From the roof-tops shots were also fired by
those who had joined the conspiracy to create disturbance
and alarm, indispensable for the bold blow which was
planned against those in power. It was Trotzky's watch-
word: "Frighten the people with terror before the attack."
The city remained empty, desolate, and aghast. War
had been declared and the troops were in the streets. On
everyone's lips there was the same question, "What will
happen?"
In that moment of uncertainty, panic, and destruction, a
man passed through the doorway of the Ministry of War
which now was all astir and full of alarm. The man was
dressed in civilian clothes. Anyone who could see him at close
range saw that the emotion that oppressed and fatigued the
city was not reflected in his bearing. A sentinel stopped
him and an officer of the guard recognized him. It was
General Franco.
At that time Diego Hidalgo was Minister of War. He
describes his relations with Franco as follows:
"I met this general in Madrid in the month of February,
1934. I had dealings with him for the first time on my trip
to the Balearic Islands, and in those four days I was able to
convince myself that his fame was justified.
"Devoted entirely to his profession, he possesses in a high